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Cardim we find a reference to the river sports of the young Indians:
"the lads of the village, swimming in the river, would lie in ambush
for one another and then would burst forth with a great shouting 'and
bellowing; and they had other games and water sports of their own
kind that were very charming, some of the lads being in canoes while
others would dive to the bottom and then rise to the surface and leap
ashore with their hands raised, crying: 'Praised be Jesus Christ! '-
and then they would come to receive the padre's benediction. . , ."

In connection with the childish pastimes of which Father Cardim
speaks, as in the magic dances, the war dances, and the love dances of
adults, there is to be noted the tendency of the American savage to
mingle his own life with that of animals. His devils have animal heads
and are thus represented in his dance masks. His songs imitate the
voices of animals as his dances do their movements; his drinking-cups
and earthenware jars are a repetition of animal forms.

Out of this aboriginal tradition there remains with the Brazilian
a fondness for infantile games and sports that involve the imitation
of animals. The basis of the great popularity of the game of chance
known as bicho lies in the animistic and totemisric residuum of Amer-
indian culture, later reinforced by the African.223 There is, mean-
while, a more positive contribution that the American Indian child
has made to the play-life of European children. This is a game that
consists in batting about a rubber ball. It was played by the Indians
with a ball that probably had a rubber covering, but which to the
first Europeans appeared to be made of very light wood. The batting
was done with the backs of the players, who at times had to throw
themselves flat on the ground in order to accomplish,this. It was ob-
viously a game of the same sort as the one called mita-naariti, which
General Candido Rondon encountered among the Parecis, the ball
in the latter instance-according to Roquette Pinto, in his Ronddnia-
being made of the rubber of the mangaba tree224 and batted about in
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